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Recognition of Academic Achievement
Undergraduate students who maintain outstanding 
scholastic achievement are recognized at 
commencement according to the following designations 
and are indicated in this commencement program 
with the respective symbols. Determination of the 
honor status was based upon the academic record in 
existence at the beginning of the 2020 spring semester. 
The final determination of those who actually receive 
this recognition is made at the conclusion of the term in 
which degree requirements are met.
Degree candidates who are potential honors 
recipients wear red and white honor cords during the 
commencement ceremony. Further recognition of those 
who actually receive this recognition is made on the 
diploma and transcript at the conclusion of the term in 
which all degree requirements are met.
With Distinction - The honor given to students who 
have completed their associate degrees with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.40 - 3.69 and a minimum of 27 semester hours earned 
in residence (+).
With High Distinction - The honor given to students who 
have completed their associate degrees with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.70 - 4.00 and a minimum of 27 semester hours earned 
in residence (++).
Cum Laude - The honor given to students who have 
completed their baccalaureate studies with cumulative 
overall and cumulative WKU grade point averages of 
3.40 - 3.59 and a minimum of 45 semester hours earned 
in residence (*).
Magna Cum Laude - The honor given to students who 
have completed their baccalaureate studies with 
cumulative overall and cumulative WKU grade point 
averages of 3.60 - 3.79 and a minimum of 45 semester 
hours earned in residence (**).
Summa Cum Laude - The honor given to students 
who have completed their baccalaureate studies with 
cumulative overall and cumulative WKU grade point 
averages of 3.80 - 4.00 and a minimum of 45 semester 
hours earned in residence (***).
Mahurin Honors College Graduates – The Mahurin 
Honors College requires students to complete a unique 
set of enhanced coursework while maintaining at least a 
3.2 grade point average. Students completing a minimum 
of 33 semester hours and a Capstone Experience/Thesis 
Project are designated “Honors College Graduates,” 
those completing 33 hours are designated “Honors 
Program Graduates,” and those completing 18 hours 
in their discipline are designated “Honors in the 
Major Graduates.” Students at all three designations 
are authorized to wear a gold medallion during the 
ceremony and are designated by the () symbol in the 
commencement program.
The Scholar of the College is the baccalaureate degree 
student in each undergraduate college with the highest 
cumulative overall grade point average and a minimum 
of 60 semester hours earned in residence.
The Ogden Foundation Scholar Award is presented to 
one graduating baccalaureate degree senior who has 
demonstrated exceptional academic achievement 
and outstanding university and civic engagement. 
The student with the highest grade point average in 
each college who earned at least 60 hours in residence 
was invited to apply for the award. The recipient will 
receive a plaque and a monetary award. The recipient is 
designated by (u).
Candidates for Degrees 
The list of candidates for graduation was prepared before 
final grades were reported, and inclusion herein does not 
constitute evidence of graduation. The listing of a name 
in this program should not be construed as an indication 
that the person will in fact receive a degree from Western 
Kentucky University during this Conferral of Degrees. 
Conversely, the absence of a student’s name from this 
list does not necessarily mean that the person will not 
be awarded a degree. The students whose names appear 
below made formal application for graduation by the 

















































































































































































John B. Williams, II
Samuel D. Wilson
Gordon Ford College of Business
Dr. Christopher Shook, Dean






















































































































































































































































Desiree H. De Loge
Cynthia M. Fernandez



































































John Robert D. Reynolds



















































Potter College of Arts & Letters
Dr. Lawrence Snyder, Dean











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ogden College of Science & Engineering
Dr. Gregory Arbuckle, Dean







































































































































































































Hamood S. Al Hashimi
Aljawi Aluraimi A. Al-Zubair
Jessica A. Garrison■***
Rachel B. Pestlin
Darrell M. Ray, Jr.
Industrial (Vocational, 







Abdallah J. Al Oraimi
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William B. Howard
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DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Lisa M. Elkins
Support Programming for Student on the Autism Spectrum: An 
Evaluation of Current Programming and Components Offered by 
a Post-Secondary Autism Program 
Shannon W. Gilkey
Governors and Public Higher Education: A Multiple Case Study of 
Governors Bill Haslam and Paul Patton
Berschel R. Hunt 
Apprenticeship Participation at GE Appliances: An Insider’s 
Ethnographic Study of Apprentice Participation and Factors 
Contributing to Apprentice Success
Lisa A. Hunt
Evaluating the Impact of a Flexible Delivery Model in Advanced 
Manufacturing Technologies on Key Stakeholders
Iffy N. Onwelumadu 
Meeting the Needs of Graduate International Students in a Mid-
South University: A Descriptive Phenomenoloy Study
Irina Rader
Life Factors Affecting U.S. Army Junior-Enlisted Soldiers in 
Meeting Their Educational Goals
Troy A. Robertson
Team Creation Methods in Practice: Understanding the Potential 




Psychometric Properties of the College Athlete Psychological 
Screening (CAPS) Measure:  Validation of the Depression and 
Anxiety Subscales.
Mary E. Foley
The Relationship Between Organizational Trauma-Informed Care 




















































































College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
Dr. Corinne Murphy, Dean
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Education and Behavioral 
Science Studies
Liliana J. Byrd















































Special Education for 




Misty B. Hair Wilson
Stacy L. Houk
Katherine E. Stewart
Special Education for 






Student Affairs in Higher 
Education
Thomas A. Atkins, Jr.
Maria C. Emanuelson
Rachael L. Finn























Special Education for 
Initial Certification, 












































































































Ka'Ven M. Berry 
Blaire Biggerstaff






















































































































































































































Middle Level Education 






















Thomas G. Chandler, Jr.
Reilly E. Cordell
Tiffany R. Dearmon*






































Erick M. Torres Jara
Tricia S. Turcotte








Learning and Behavioral 
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DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE
 
Mary K. Barrett
Caring for Veterans: The Nurses' Knowledge and Comfort Level
Erinn L. Basista
Knowledge of Hypertension Among Young Women
Brandy M. Blue
Improving Hydration Knowledge Among Long Term Care Staff: 
A Text Messaging Approach
Kristen D. Clary
An Educational Intervention on Substance Use Disorder in 
Utility Workers
Anjali D. Cunningham
The Effectiveness of a Culturally Tailored Diabetes Education 
Program for Asian Indians
Brandi W. Fruin
Access to Healthcare: Perceptions of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and/or Transgender Individuals
Tara E. Hewitt
The Effect of a Newly Developed Foot Mnemonic on Diabetic Foot 
Ulcer Knowledge and Awareness
Jenifer L. Hill
Factors Influencing Access to Primary Care for Farmers 
in Kentucky
Jessica C. Ingram
Nurse Practitioners' Knowledge and Attitudes on 
Pain Management
Tracy L. Jenkins
The Impact of an Educational Intervention on Nurse's Knowledge 
of Peripheral Intravenous Infections 
Krystal B. McKain
Nursing Job Satisfaction: A Review of the Literature
Michael C. Partin
Nurse Practitioners’ Perceived Barriers Regarding Practice 
Allison L. Pedigo
Transition Through Retirement: Effect of Athletic Identity 
Measurement Scores on Self-Reported Depression in 
Collegiate Athletes
NaKeisha J. Perkins
Evaluation of Chronic Disease: Maritime Workers
Melissa G. Simpson
Smartphone Application Use for Smoking Cessation 
Behavior Modification
Kaitlin M. Wells
The Effect of an Educational Intervention on Benefits of 
Breastfeeding in Childbearing Aged Women
Mose Young
Traditional Nursing Management to Shared Governance 
Nursing:  Perceptions of Acute Care Nurses
DOCTORATE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
Shelby N. Adams 
Adults with Down Syndrome: Impact of Yoga on 
Functional Mobility
Katelyn N. Bean
Older Adults’ Falls Efficacy, Physical Activity, Sleep Quality, 
and Functional Performance after Bingocize®
Ryan M. Beard
Feasibility and Effectiveness of Neuromuscular Stimulation with 
Dry Needling
Derek L. Brokman
Blood Flow Restriction Therapy in a High School Basketball 
Player Post Meniscus Repair: Case Report
Caleb Z. Driver
Reliability of the Modified Clinical Test of Sensory Interaction 
on Balance Using a Virtual Device
Kristin N. Fortunski
Comparison of Spatiotemporal Gait Variables while Using the 
iWALK Crutch in Healthy College-Aged Individuals
College of Health and Human Services
Dr. Tania Basta, Dean
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William H. Fowlkes
Feasibility and Effectiveness of Neuromuscular Stimulation with 
Dry Needling
Micah T. Jones
The Acute Effects of Yin and Restorative Yoga on Musculoskeletal, 
Cardiopulmonary, and Psychological Parameters
Erin D. McNeil
The Immediate Effects of Low Frequency Whole Body Vibration 
on Balance in Parkinson’s Disease
Chandler H. McPherson
Blood Flow Restriction Therapy in a High School Basketball 
Player Post Meniscus Repair: Case Report
Daniel B. Nisbet
Reliability of the Modified Clinical Test of Sensory Interaction on 
Balance Using a Virtual Device
Chase J. Perkins
Comparison of Spatiotemporal Gait Variables while Using the 
iWALK Crutch in Healthy College-Aged Individuals
Jackie A. Plunkett
Concurrent Validity and Reliability of the Virtusense for the 
Assessment of Spatiotemporal Gait Parameters
Hannah C. Raulston
Feasibility and Effectiveness of Neuromuscular Stimulation with 
Dry Needling
Kyle T. Ray
Older Adults’ Falls Efficacy, Physical Activity, Sleep Quality, and 
Functional Performance after Bingocize®
Clint C. Raymer
The Immediate Effects of Low Frequency Whole Body Vibration 
on Balance in Parkinson’s Disease
Chelsea D. Rilley
Comparison of Spatiotemporal Gait Variables while Using the 
iWALK Crutch in Healthy College-Aged Individuals
Sarah C. Sadler
Older Adults’ Falls Efficacy, Physical Activity, Sleep Quality, and 
Functional Performance after Bingocize®
Brady E. Saunders
Reliability of the Modified Clinical Test of Sensory Interaction on 
Balance Using a Virtual Device
Thomas B. Shifflett
Reliability of the Modified Clinical Test of Sensory Interaction on 
Balance Using a Virtual Device
Nicholas D. Smith
Feasibility and Effectiveness of Neuromuscular Stimulation with 
Dry Needling
Megan M. Sternberg
Concurrent Validity and Reliability of the Virtusense for the 
Assessment of Spatiotemporal Gait Parameters
Katie N. Thomas
The Acute Effects of Yin and Restorative Yoga on Musculoskeletal, 
Cardiopulmonary, and Psychological Parameters
Titus A. Wade
Adults with Down Syndrome: Impact of Yoga on 
Functional Mobility
Keagan I. Walker
The Acute Effects of Yin and Restorative Yoga on Musculoskeletal, 
Cardiopulmonary, and Psychological Parameters
Cara L. Warning
Adults with Down Syndrome: Impact of Yoga on 
Functional Mobility
Megan E. Willie
The Acute Effects of Yin and Restorative Yoga on Musculoskeletal, 
Cardiopulmonary, and Psychological Parameters
Jamal T. Wittmer
Comparison of Spatiotemporal Gait Variables while Using the 
iWALK Crutch in Healthy College-Aged Individuals
Claire L. Youngquist
The Immediate Effects of Low Frequency Whole Body Vibration 
on Balance in Parkinson’s Disease
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William S. Collins, Jr.
Colleen M. Coomes
Andrew Dawson
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